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H arlingen-Diann Ballesteros, 80, passed away on Friday, January 1, at Valley

Baptist Hospital in Harlingen. Diann was born on December 13, 1940, to
Robert and Blanche Owen in Port Arthur, Texas. She grew up in Port Arthur and

attended Lamar University, where she earned her bachelor's degree. Diann joined

the Peace Corps after college and served in the country of Panama. After serving in
the Peace Corps, Diann accepted a teaching position at Harlingen CISD and spent

the next thirty-two years educating young children. Diann loved her career. She was
patient and caring, taking time to explain until the kids finally "got it." Diann never

stopped being an educator and was passionate about inspiring those around her.

Diann also never stopped learning herself. She was an avid reader and soaked up all
the knowledge she could. Diann loved nature and the wonder of our world. She

enjoyed shelling on the beach, birds, plants, and butterflies. She enjoyed learning
about geology, science, astronomy, travel, and history. Diann was also an animal

lover, especially cats.After retirement, Diann remained active in several clubs,

including Texas Master Naturalist, Native Plant Project, the Garden Club, and PI/SPI
Shell Club. Diann is preceded in death by her parents, Robert and Blanche Owen.

She is survived by her daughter, Laurie Ballesteros (Chris Revill), her sister, Karon
King (Robert King) her brother, Ercil Owen (Sharon Hutto), nephews and their

spouses, great nieces and their spouses and children, and many, many friends and
former students who loved her.Donations in her memory may be made to Friends of

Felines Rescue in Defiance, OH, https://www.fofrescue.org/ways-to-help/.
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Anonymous sent a Classic Sympathy Dish Garden to the Ballesteros family.

January 4 at 3:33 PM

FF Friends & Family posted:

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Diann Ballesteros.

January 4 at 3:33 PM

SR Sylvia Reza posted:

Laurie, my sincere condolences on your mother’s passing. May her soul Rest In Peace and may

Perpetual Light shine upon her. You are in my prayers. Condolences to your loved ones as well. God

be with you and yours. Sylvia Reza, Laura’s mom.

January 4 at 11:22 AM

SR Sylvia Reza posted:

Laurie, my sincere condolences on your motherâ€™s passing. May her soul Rest In Peace and may

Perpetual Light shine upon her. You are in my prayers. Condolences to your loved ones as well. God

be with you and yours. Sylvia Reza, Lauraâ€™s mom.

January 4 at 11:22 AM

RC Rhonda Smith Crow posted:

I worked with Diann while we were at Crockett Elementary. My first year there she took me under her

wing and introduced me to the Valley. She was such a sweetheart, a great mentor, and

teacher.Rhonda Smith Crow

January 3 at 11:52 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Diann by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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